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“Providing living opportunities within nurturing environments of hope, dignity, and love.”
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Lutheran Social Services Joins the Ministry of St. John's
LSS of Montana Continues to “Join Hearts in Hope”

Over 50 years ago, Lutheran congregations through-
out the Big Sky Country founded an organiza-
tion to serve the needs of people throughout the state of
Montana. With over a half-century of serving Montana
families in its history, Lutheran Social Services of Mon-
tana (LSS) starts a new chapter in its organizational life
as a department of St. John’s Lutheran Ministries.

The board of LSS, made up of representatives from both
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)
and the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod (LCMS),
made the difficult decision to dissolve their not-for-profit
corporation in December. Effective
January 1, 2008, LSS became a divi-
sion of St. John’s.

While the corporate structure has
changed, the name and mission will
continue as it has for years: “Luther-
an Social Services of Montana is a
ministry of caring people and con-
gregations responding to God’s love
in Jesus Christ by serving children,
families and individuals through
counseling, education, adoption,
and specialized ministries.”

With offices in five Montana cities — Billings, Bozeman,
Great Falls, Kalispell, and Missoula — LSS will contin-
ue to assist families with adoption/home studies, child
placement, pregnancy counseling for birthparents, sup-
portive services following placement, international home
studies, and post-adoptive services.

LSS is also an agency for Wendy’s
Wonderful Kids, a signature program
of the Dave Thomas Foundation
for Adoption. Created by Wendy’s
founder, Dave Thomas, who was ad-
opted as a child, the Foundation leads
signature national service programs

Aiden Samuel with parents Janet and Jesse

and works to streamline the adoption process and make
adoption more affordable for families. As the only foun-
dation dedicated exclusively to foster care adoption, it
continues to be driven by Dave’s simple value: Do what’s
best for the child. Diana Tolstedt, a birthparent coun-

selor and adoption caseworker based in Billings, is the
recruiter for Wendy’s Wonderful Kids.

In addition to these adoption and counseling related
services, LSS-MT is also the local affiliate for Lutheran
Disaster Response, whose mission is “to demonstrate
Christ’s compassion for people by promoting hope, heal-
ing, and wholeness for disaster sur-
vivors.” Lutheran Disaster Response
(LDR) is a collaborative ministry of
the ELCA and the LCMS. Follow-
ing a major domestic disaster, LDR
seeks to minister holistically to the
unmet needs of those affected, re-
gardless of faith or creed. An exam-
ple of LDR in action is “Rise Up &
Build,” a partnership between LSS
of Montana and LSS of North and
South Dakotas to offer assistance to
those affected by Hurricane Katrina
on Mississippi’s gulf coast.

“St. John’s mission is ‘...to provide living opportuni-
ties within nurturing environments of hope, dignity,
and love,” said Kent Burgess, President and CEO of St.
John’s. “Is there a better example of a nurturing environ-
ment of hope, dignity, and love than creating a ‘forever
family’ through adoption? We had been managing LSS
for the last seven years, and the missions of our two Lu-
theran social ministry organizations blend so nicely. It
was a natural for the St.

John’s board of direc-
tors to unanimously ap-
prove merging LSS into
our organization.”

More on LSS - page 2.

The Crossings Opens in
Laurel! See page 5.
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Participants on a Journey

Making an adoptive placement is

a collaborative effort between
caseworkers, adoptive parents and
birth parents. Asked to speak about
their experience, each party involved
would have a very different perspective.
Yet, so often it is the professional in the
world of adoption that is believed to
hold the key and is asked to be a “fixer”
or “miracle worker.” This person is of-
ten expected to remedy a difficult situ-
ation with a thoughtful word that re-

parent this child as the biological
mother, who will want my child?”

When the announcement was sent
out that a home was needed for this
child, a young couple eagerly stepped
forward and wanted to parent Jay
despite knowing the potential risks
involved. After meeting the couple,
the birthmother was able to put her
faith in the compassion and respect
they showed her and completed her
adoption plan. She

flects extraordinary
. EJ %0
wisdom.

If only adoption
was so straightfor-
ward!  Adoption
is a process whose
core involves com-
passion, learning,
and hope. It is a
process which in-
cludes all the par-
ties involved. The
adoption
sional may serve g

profes-

Hearts Joined
January-March 2008

* Klairah Lynae

with Don & Doreen
* Chase Hollis

with Steve & Marcia
* Michael Bradley

with Ron & Tammy
* Aiden Samuel

with Jesse & Janet
* Jacob Daniel

with Ed & Marce

"B was at peace with
the decision to give
her child to a fam-
ily that could pro-
vide for him what
she could not.

Jay is now eight
months old and re-
cently he was seen
by his ophthalmol-
ogist for a follow
up visit. The doc-

& tor told the adop-

as a teacher and
guide for the others, yet the worker
too becomes a student on the jour-
ney. Adoptive parents and birth par-
ents alike teach valuable lessons to the
professional. Here is a situation that
occurred this past year that beauti-
fully illustrates this:

Jay was born at 26 weeks and weighed
a little less than two pounds, so there
were many potential disabilities to be
concerned about, including blind-
ness and cognitive delays. The birth-
mother was fearful that no one would

accept her child. She asked, “If I can’t
2

tive parents, “If I
didn’t know he was born at 26 weeks,
I wouldn’t be able to tell from his eye
development. I have goose bumps; he
is a miracle.” Little Jay weighs a robust
18 pounds and is right on target de-
velopmentally. Jay’s story is a beauti-
ful illustration of the miracles that can
occur when there is faith and hope.

This story taught valuable lessons to
the adoption caseworker, the birth
mother, and the adoptive parents.
The journey of faith and trust that
was undertaken by all parties involved
proved to be the healer.

WANTED!

Adoptive
Parents

Too often we hear stories of
potential adoptive parents
having to wait many years and
jump through numerous hoops
to achieve their dream of adopt-
ing a child. At Lutheran Social
Services, we are currently facing
the opposite problem! We have
children to place and not enough
adoptive parents to place them
with. If you have thought about
adopting a child, now is the time
to contact LSS and begin the pro-
cess. We have expectant mothers
looking for good families to con-

sider for their child.

People Directly,
Served by, LSS, in, 2007

Birthparents Counseled 92
Birth-Others Counseled 175
Adoptive Parents Served 54

Children Placed 12
Private Adoption Clients 9
International Adoption 35
China Program 7
Subsidized Counseling g
Clergy Consults 7
Community Outreach 1,365

Total 1,765




Volunteer Spotlight

South Bound Band Stirs Memories at St. John’'s

and the seniors really appreciate them.
They don't hear these songs anymore and

it brings back memories for them. Songs like

Green Grass of Home, Lady Be Good, and Bill Bailey,
Won’t You Please Come Home? One that the seniors

particularly like is “Happy Wanderer” because they all

Acarpenter, mechanic, lawn main-
tenance man and lawyer each

carry a musical instrument and walk in to St.
John’s Chapel Court. It sounds like it could be the
beginning of a great joke, but it's much better. Jim
Southworth, Francis Russell, George Kruger, and

Bruce Lee created Southbound Band over 20 years
ago and have been entertaining St. John’s folks for
years with their blend of old time blue grass, country,
swing and jazz standards.

Jim Southworth, a carpenter by trade plays tenor gui-
tar, and is the rhythm and vocals leader of the band.
He says they love coming to St. John’s because “We
feel we are doing a public service by entertaining.”
Back in the early ‘80%, Jim met previous longtime
employee and activities coordinator, Kristi Schiff who
was working at the downtown Community Center.
“We got to know one another and after she started
working at St. John’s, she invited us to play.”

Bruce Lee, flat top guitarist and lawyer, explains why
this audience appeals to him, “We play old time tunes

" Volunteer of the Mlonth £

St. John's is forever grateful for the generos-
ity of our many volunteers. We couldn’t do
it without you!

NOVEMBER Gunvor Morken
DECEMBER Norwegian Bakers
JANUARY Irene Burris
FEBRUARY Jim Southworth

& The Southbound Band

If you have an interest in assisting with
this ministry, we would love to have you!
Vacation Bible School, Adopt a Resident,
Twice Fed, and Comfort Care Vigil Teams

are examples of volunteer supported

programs. Please call St. John’s Foundation

office at 655-5729
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sang that in grade school.”

The Southbound Band members (clockwise from top left) George
Kruger, Jim Southworth, Francis Russell, and Bruce Lee have been
entertaining St. John's residents for years.

George, electric bass player and a lawn caretaker adds,
“As a musician your pleasure is the people enjoying the
music. When you touch people with your music and
they’re happy, then you've done your job.”

Playing to senior audiences across Yellowstone County,
including Laurel, Molt, Red Lodge and Joliet, South-
bound plays an average eight gigs a month, with little
or no monetary compensation. This busy schedule
keeps this foursome active, in tune and many people
toe tapping and smiling.

Francis Russell, easily the band member with the driest
humor, is a mechanic and belts out rhythmic tunes on
his harmonica. With a deadpan face he sums up their
musical presentations, “You make some of the people
happy when you begin and you make some of them
happy when you end.” Fortunately, for most of their
audiences it’s the former rather than the latter.



he Mission Ridge Wellness Mall continues to make

great progress toward its August Grand Opening,.
The pool is in, cement is poured, framing is up, and the
roof is almost complete. Anticipation is definitely the
feeling of residents and the Resident Wellness Commit-
tee as they continue to create the programming and poli-
cies for the new space.

Resident support con-
tinues with fundrais-
ing reaching $440,000,
however the support
is really evident in the
changing culture that
is occurring every day.
Twelve new classes are
underway ranging from
mat and chair yoga (be-
ginning and intermedi-
ate), Zumba and chair
Zumba, ballroom dancing,

Mission Ridge residents stretching in
their chair yoga class.
line dancing, recreational music making, Pilates, thera-

band, etc.

Residents aren’t the only ones to benefit from these sessions
as many are open to the public and staff. It only takes a
moment to view the information display in the lobby to
see the many choices occurring throughout the day. It’s

Wellness & Recreation Mall
Underway at Mission Ridge!

Grand Opening Scheduled for August

obvious that
active living
is very much
alive  and
well at Mis-
sion Ridge.

Creating |
physical and
cultural en-

vironments

of health and

wellness have The foundation has been poured and the
swimming pool begins to take shape.

peaked  the

interests of many. The construction progress has created
quite an audience at times. Residents also enjoy attend-
ing the six part education session on making healthy food
choices which can provide benefits for controlling diabetes
and osteoporosis, improving memory recall and boosting
energy levels.

We invite you to share in our progress by attending a class
or coming by to view the slide show in the lobby that
documents the entire construction process from ground
breaking to the present time. Anyone at any age can ben-
efit from enhancing personal wellness efforts. Take your
next step to a healthy life and see what we have to offer at
Mission Ridge. Call Lisa at 655-5200 to learn more.

The Lillis Center Opens

n 2001, Bert Lillis called and requested a meeting with St. John’s CEO

Kent Burgess. Later that afternoon, Mr. Lillis reached into his tee
shirt pocket and handed Kent a wrinkled up piece of paper - a check
for $800,000! Mr. Lillis’ next question was, “Will you build a chapel in
memory of my daughter, Kathy?” Kathy was tragically killed in a car ac-
cident returning home to Billings from Stanford University in 1971.

Mr. Lillis never saw this chapel completed as he died in 2002. But his dream and desire to honor his daughter’s mem-
ory was fulfilled when the Lillis Center and the Kathy Lillis Chapel opened this winter. Located on the south campus
at the corner of Shiloh Road and Poly Drive, the 160-seat Kathy Lillis Chapel and Education Center is a beautiful
facility that will play host to a variety of meetings, education programs, and community activities and events.

In addition to the chapel on the lower level, the upper floor is a suite of offices and is the new corporate home of
St. John’s. Administration, St. John’s Foundation, and Lutheran Social Services of Montana are all located in the
Lillis Center. Next time you are in the neighborhood, stop in and see this wonderful facility.
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The Crossings Opens! WCR@SSINGS

St. John’s Newest Community in
Laurel Welcomes ReSidentS A Dynamic Community for Active Retirees

A Sz fohni's Lutheran Mintsiries Cormmunity

he much anticipated opening of The Crossings finally arrived in late December when the first residents were
welcomed to their new home. Located at the corner of East Maryland and Alder, the beautiful three-story,

37-unit apartment building features 24 independent living apartments and 13 apart- Romdhousa Drive

ments for those needing supportive services. Those who desire carefree retirement living The — = | .

within a community focused on wellness will love The Crossings! '%“ Crossings >k .= %
D

Rich, earth-tone colors compliment by high ceilings, window blinds, and wall to wall % East Maryland

carpet make every apartment welcoming. Kitchens are beautifully designed and fea- Launsl N

ture a full-size refrigerator, range, dishwasher, and microwave oven. Smart, space-saving High School

washer and dryer are stacked, and each apartment features a built-in ironing board, mak- $

ing laundry much more convenient.

Main Street

Much of our direction in planning The Crossings came
from a volunteer advisory committee which included
long-time Laurel residents. Their commitment was to de-
velop a retirement community that reflected the values of
the community they supported, nurtured and have been
proud to be a part of. Delilah Bauer, Len Bestrom, Pr.
Marty Dryer, Gary Kenyon, Vince & Cleo Koefelda, Dr.
Lee Richardson, & Dorothy Sonstegaard all played an
important role in developing this facility. Thank you for
your time, energy, and enthusiasm in creating a commu-

Residents, staff members, and Laurel Chamber of Commerce representa- K
tives witness long-time Laurel resident Vince Koefelda cutting the ribbon at NIty W€ can all be proud of.
The Crossings Grand Opening Celebration.
photo by Larry Tanglen, Laurel Outlook

A Focus on Health & Wellness

he Crossings offers a variety of activities and functional spaces to encourage a healthy lifestyle. An indoor “End-
less” pool is available to all residents who enjoy and can benefit from swimming laps. There are spa and fitness

rooms, and a 1/4 mile walking path that surrounds The Crossings. Outdoor exercise stations along this path are
planned for 2008.

In addition to these exercise opportunities, there are also helpful services available to monitor residents health. An on-site
nursing staff is available daily to answer health related questions and offer the regular monitoring of vital signs. There is
an in-house hearing and foot clinic, and for those residents needing a little more physical therapy, they have access to the
excellent therapists at the Helen Jorgenson Rehabilitation Center.

The Crossings provides a number of areas for social interaction and
other community activities. A chapel is just off from two dining rooms,
one of which can be partitioned off for entertainment. There is a bil-
liards, pub, card, and game room and other comfortable lounges and
gathering areas. A beauty salon and barber shop is located on-site. For
those hobbyists, a wood-shop offers a place to build your favorite spe-
cial projects, and a sewing nook is a convenient place to create your next
quilt. If your hobby is reading, there are library spaces to enjoy your
favorite novel.

Ifyou would like more information about the carefree retirement lifestyle

Aresident enjoying the indoor “Endless Pool” offered at The Crossings, contact Pam Makara at (406) 655-5668.
photo by Larry Tanglen, Laurel Outlook




RESIDENT SPOTLIGHT - ANN SPURWAY a

Q nn Spurway, a fairly new resident at St. John’s Chapel Court is nearing 90,
yet she still drives and remains incredibly active in the Billings community.
And that might be the understatement of the year.

The smallest of small at St. Vincent Healthcare benefit from Ann’s time and
talents in an unassuming way. Babies born too early lose most of their heat
through their heads and Ann knits the miniature, colorful, stocking caps that
help keep them warm. Ann’s handiwork was evident in a large bag of tiny knit-
ted hats that were so little one couldn’t imagine these were for babies and not
baby dolls. She also likes to knit prayer shawls.

Knitting is done in Ann’s down time when she watches TV, however, she keeps
busy throughout the week by volunteering on a regular basis with the Food
Bank where she does deposits, posting and bookkeeping. She helps out at RSVP

and her church, First United Methodist and until very recently, Habitat for Hu- ~ Ann shows off some examples of her
manity. She is still active in the Yellowstone County Extension Club, Riverside finy knitted hats made for newborns.
Neighbors where she has been a member since 1942 and she belongs to Church Women United that meet once
a month. She also loves to read and finishes a book a week.

She has one daughter, Betty Ann McKinney who travels between Atlanta and Brazil as a Methodist Missionary.
Ann said her daughter was “just tickled that I wanted to move to St. John’s.” Church is very important to Ann
believes faith and keeping busy is what has kept her young and active.

Atonement Raises Over $20,000 in; Restoring Faith, Campaign

Mark Your Calendars for Thrivent Volunteer Work Weekend June 13-14

At Atonement Lutheran Church’s Annual Meeting in January, Eleanor Andersen
presented a check to St. John’s Foundation in the amount of $22,364. This
pushed the capital campaign over the $100,000 mark! As highlighted in the last
edition of Rimrock Echoes, fundraisers throughout 2007, culminating with the Little
White Church Country Fair in September, were responsible for this significant con-
tribution. Thrivent Financial for Lutherans also provided a matching grant to aid
in the fundraising effort. Thanks again to the Restoring Faith Committee, all the
volunteers, and everyone who attended and participated in the yearlong activities.

tana in the fall of 2006 onto its new foundation just northwest of Skyview High

Photo shows new windows and siding on the
south side of the church.

Atonement’s Eleanor Andersen presents
Construction continues on the Little White Church. Moved from Box Elder, Mon-  check to St. John's Foundation Director

Jerry Pearsall for $22,364.

School in the Billings Heights, Faith Lutheran Church will be fully restored and
will be the focal point of a new St. John’s retirement community scheduled to
open in 2010. New windows have been installed, and both the roofing and sid-
ing are nearly completed.

Plans are being made for a Thrivent Volunteer Work Weekend June 13-14. Work
crews will gather to spend a few hours hanging sheetrock, painting walls...what-
ever needs to be done. And, like any good Lutheran gathering, there will be plenty

of food! Come enjoy the camaradarie and work on this special piece of history.



Years of Service

hank you for blessing St. John’s Lutheran

Ministries with your faithful years of service.
Your commitment to our community and dedication to
provide nurturing environments of hope, dignity, and love
has not gone unnoticed. May God bless you.

20 Years

Dia Hollinger LSS-Adpt Caseworker
Linda Knapp LPN
15 Years
Janet Lamb RN
Gay Sticka Nutrition Services
10 Years
Terese Benner The Crossings Chef
Dorothy Hilzendeger ~ Mission Ridge Reception
Teresa Jutz Nutrition Services
Penny Klopcich RN
Patricia Mattingley Mission Ridge Reception
Omer Vanluvanee Mission Ridge Transportation
5 Years
Amanda Frank Center for Generations
Carla Kimmell Elder Sharath
Kelli Kister LPN
Alaina Lammer -Knight LSS-Adoption Caseworker
Angela MacBlane LPN
Barbara Robertson LPN
Daryl Templet CNA
Angela Tipton Elder Sharath

St. John’s Welcomes New Pastors
Two Answer the Call to Ministry at St. John’s

Born and raised in Billings, Pastor Troy
Ley earned his undergraduate degree in
Elementary Education and Religion from
Concordia College and a Masters in Di-
vinity from Luther Seminary. Pr. Troy’s

God’s healing and hopeful presence in
the nursing home and cottages.

Pastor Maryann Morgenstern earned a Masters in Divinity
from Wartburg Theological Seminary.
Prior to her call at St. John’s she served N
at Pella Lutheran Church in Sidney, MT [ ~ =

and most recently at Atonement Luther- \‘
an Church in Billings. Pr. Maryann’s
primary focus will be with the residents
of Chapel Court, Rimview Square, and
The Vista.

i
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Hands & Heart of

1\2\‘@’\(\5
Jesus Award

St. John’s is blessed to have many outstanding
employees who carry out the mission of St. John’s
during every shift. Each quarter, we recognize three
team members who were nominated by their peers or
resident family members as those whose work truly is an
example of the Hands and Heart of Jesus. The quotes
below are shared from their nominations.

Diane Karina has been an integral part
of St. John’s for almost 14 years. With
the transition to the TCC, Diane has
gone above and beyond her normal
- | duties as a Rehab Tech to make sure the

)| TCCisasuccess. She helps to motivate
the patients to get the most out of their
rehab so they can return to their homes
as soon as possible.  Diane also brings a new energy
and a fun atmosphere to rehab. Her attitude and spirit
is uplifting to everyone. She is patient, loyal, faithful,
persistent and kind, but most important, Diane loves
our residents and it shows.

Mike Kouwenhoven, a Physical
Therapist at the Vista, is a joy to work
with. He always has a smile and a
greeting for everyone he comes in
contact with — both employees and | ;
residents. He truly shows compassion |* fwi o -
and concern for each resident that he LZoni2 %
works with by lovingly encouraging them to do the
best they can do with restoring their activity level. He
not only gives physical and emotional support but also
demonstrates the love of Christ though the way he
relates and treats people.

Leah Scovel, Elder Sharath at Jensen
Cottage, is a person who truly lives
the mission of St. John’s by not only
being a minister to the Elders and
their families, but also to her peers.
Everything she does for them, she does
S with love as if she was doing it for the
~ Lord. She always has a kind manner
and a sweet smile, and I have never known her not to go
the “extra mile” to help wherever she can. She is always
happy to train new nurse assistants and students to not
only provide care for the Elders but to live the mission
while doing so.

4TH OUARTER - 2007
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It Was a Canvas of Events to be Remembered!

he 5th Annual Art is Ageless began with Conversation with an Artist on November 1 at the home of Tom Romine

& Susan Walton who hosted the warm and personal evening with twenty four guests and artists, Bob Barlow, Joe
Booth and Linda Snider. The three diverse and one-of-a kind artists presented select pieces of their individual artwork
and each held the audience captive with stories of their journey into art and how it has defined who they are today.

The Friday night Artists’ Reception, held once again at Mission Ridge,
was a lovely evening of wine, music and artistic talent. The Chapman
Sheets Trio played while hundreds of guests admired and bought an
eclectic array of art from landscapes to sculptures to portraitures, in oil,
watercolor, and pencil.

Saturday featured an oil painting demonstration by Art is Ageless fea-
tured artist Bob Barlow. A crowd gathered around to watch Bob start
with a blank canvas and bring a painting to life.

By the end of the event:

* 75 pieces of artwork were exhibited by 28 of the region’s leading
working artists

* 36 pieces of artwork were sold, and a percentage of each sale
was gifted to the St. John’s Foundation to support the St. John’s
Annual Fund.

* 17 of the artists sold one or more pieces

* Over 300 people enjoyed the St. John’s Foundation primary
fundraiser for the Annual Fund.

Because of the support provided by the artists, buyers, and all the attend-

Thank You!

In addition to the artists, volunteers, and
staff, we would like to extend our appre-
ciation to the following sponsors for their
participation in making this year’s exhibit
and sale a memorable occasion and success-
ful fundraiser for St. John’s Foundation:

| Aprt is Ageless presented by |

BankofAmerica _
%

¥ _St.Vincent v illings
enhare  @HaZette
Barily of Leaverwoorit Health Systen T h 5

Ststers of e

| Friday Artist Reception Sponsors: |

RS
HIGH TECH @5 Merrill Lynch

David Stensrud ~ # I%F.-epu:.rt;s;r
big sky office

e prox [N

ees, nearly $20,000 was raised for the St. John’s Foundation’s Annual Fund, which provides needed support for donor
funded programs including campus chaplaincy, resident activities, and staff scholarships.

Scenes from Art is Ageless 2007, From Left
to right: Bob Barlow shares his gifts with a
crowd during his Artist Demonstration. Artist
Joe Booth listens to fellow artist Linda Snider
during the Conversation with an Artist. Dr.
Paul Crellin enjoys the Artists’ Reception with
Lee Jockers.

-
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pecial thanks to our donors. The gifts listed below we

received from October 1, 2007 through February 29, 200

o

Gifts to the Annual Fund:

American Lutheran
Church of Harlowton

Carol Anderson

Libby Artley & Mike
Young

Atonement Lutheran
Church

Melvin and Ruth Baker

Pat Bellinghausen &
Robert Zellar

Leonard and Lois Bestrom

Esther and Robert Bowers

Karen Bray

Loyal and Alice Brenden

Michael Brown

Bruco Inc.

Joan and Michael
Dannenberg

Janis and David Dietrich

Toni and Brian Donahue

Mike and Brenda Elliott

Rita Emond

Dorothy and John Evans

Dorothy and Harold
Everson

Stan and Gina Farnham

Ardis Gallagher

Dr. Phillip and Barbara
Griffin

Darlene and Donald
Hackmann

Joni and Steve Harman

Geraldine Hauck

Barbara Hickel

Chris and Tracy Hoiness

Dr. Paul and Dikken
Hoyer

Carl and Janice Jahr

Mark and Shirley Jennings

Lee and Nancy Jockers

Royal and Norma Johnson

David and Judy Johnson

James and Sharon
Johnston

Allan and Patricia Karell

King of Glory Lutheran
Church

Paul and Dolores
Kuhlman

Arthur and Jo Lamey

Patrick and Tammy Lamey

Janice Larson

Laurel Ace Hardware

Virginia Layman

John and Chrycentie
Liggett

Penny Lindgren

Jane and Earl Lindgren

Clarence Maier

Mike and Lori Marsh

Richard and Lois McBride

Kris and Skip Mitzman

Shirley and Ralph Moerer

MKM Foundation - Patti
Morledge

Frank and Mary Mosdal

David and Nancy Myers

Don Nafus

Dr. Richard C. and
Patricia Nelson

Julianne and Richard
Omland

Warren and Marcia Patrick

Jerry and Penni Pearsall

Dale and Judy Peterson

Greg and Shelly Popp

Robert Quam

Robert and Thelma
Rickels

Ken and Connie Sandvik

Margaret Schantz

Tammy Schissler

George and Patricia
Selover

Sign Products

Dr. Ronald and Karin
Smith

Ralph and Tancy Spence

Dave and Sandy Solberg

St. James Lutheran
Church Women

Otis and Margaret
Tjeltveit

Ruth Tombre

Steve and Pauline
Tostenrud

Kate and Jim Trees

Darell and Robin
Tunnicliff

Shirley and Carl Ungefug

Calvin and Norma
Vaughn

Bob Vetch

Tom and CJ Voorhees

Clarence Wagner

Bob and Gail Waller

Marlin and Joy Waylander

Helen Wayman

Gordon and Lila Weber

Tracy and Pamela Willett

Jerry and Jan Wolf

Lee Roy Zundel

Gifts to the Annual Fund

in memory of:

Emily Abbott
Jim and Dolores Koski
Emanuel Bauer
Delilah Bauer
George Beckner
Laverne Beckner
Dorothy Berglund
Emma Kulbeck
Louise Blackford
Grace and Lew Hines

Mollie Blatnick
Delores Kautzmann
Christena Weeks
Andrew Bolenske
Lorraine Baker
Sharon and Fred
Bolenske
Jerry and Betty Brekhus
James and Sonia Clark
George and Lois
Dalthorp
Betty De Lapp
Harold and Dorothy
Everson
Dan and Jeanne Gainer
Ervin and Vlasta Hoesel
IBEW Local No. 532
Don and Loretta
Jorgenson
Wilma Kelly
Joe and Mary Lefebvre
Earl and Jane Lindgren
Connie Lowe
Pam Lowe
Barbara Nicholas
Ellen and Dennis
Oberlander
Arlene Priest
David and Kathleen
Schilling
Shirley Schilling
Tractor & Equipment
Company
Agnes Brauer
June Noyes
Charles Brillhart
Jerrome and Thelma Cole
Rita Brillhart
Jerrome and Thelma Cole
Ross Brillhart
Jerrome and Thelma Cole
Bill Briscoe
Joan Briscoe
Phillip Dawes
Sherry and Carl
O’Connor
Helen K. Devine
CUES
Zane Murfitt
Lynne Wood
Grace Elsom
Gayle and David Foley
Geneva Evans
Clare Dix
Patricia Gregory
Ronald and Jane Karpick
Marguerite Mayes
Bernice Neuberg
Diane and Sam Rankin
Eva Swenson
Dorothy Ferguson
Linda Johnson
Verna Fischbach
Patrick Byorth
Barbara Lauwers

Elinor and Don Lobdell
Margaret McNair
Lewis Petrik
Barbara and Art Townley
Muriel Fowler
Lester and Mary Dyrud
Thelma Freeman
Richard Bradford
Elaine French
Rebekah French
Dr. Alfred M. Fulton
Connie Lowe
Pam Lowe
Ed Gabel Sr.
Carole and Ernest Baade
Glada Gatenby
Tom and Sarah
Schlotterback
Lora and Duane Schultz
Dorothy J. Gornick
Dennis Gornick
Emma Haaland
Norm Haaland
Dr. Robert S. and Evie
Hagstrom
Roger Gordon
Patricia Haley
Russell Dix
Louis Hall
Connie Lowe
Pam Lowe
Gifford Halland
Ethel Halland
Richard D. Halling
Karen Halling
Harriette Hamberg
Lawrence and Carol
Barber
Donna Dewald
Patricia Olson
Doris Poisson
Charles and Adaline
Rudio
Velma Schauer
Louise Hansford
Jack Hansford
Randi Harte
Kathy Harte
Edith Herbert
Denise DeMars
Patti Main
Renee Mehrer
Barbara Rice
Toni Williams
Doris Hesse
Dorine and Leroy Morse
Kenneth Hickel
Debbie and Mike Olson
Martin Hinnaland
Alan Curtis
Yvonne and Charles
Olson
Claire Hoagland
Charles and Joan Fritz

Donald Iwen
Howard Albers
Korene Anderson
Russell and Doris Creaser
Gilman and Verna
Johnson
Minnie Simard
Helen Jacobson
Roger Jacobson
Deane Jensen
Connie Lowe
Pam Lowe
Gunda Johnson
Linda and Vern Heisler
Helen M. Johnson
William and Donna
Johnson
Rev. Ocee and Inga
Johnson
John L. and Marilyn J.
Olson Family
Foundation
Dave and Helen
Jorgenson
Ruth Hartsell
Kara and Matt Hubbard
Charlotte Kamencik
John Kamencik
Emma Klein
Norm Klein
Gail Krause
Nancy Watkins
William Kobelt
Gladys Kobelt
Dorothy M. Kohnke
Keith and Donna
Kohnke
Emeliene Kolstad
Diane Welhaven
Althea Koolen
Kent Koolen
Ray and Hortense Korb
Jan and Rod Ostermiller
Loraine Krueger
Greg and Rita Krueger
Richard Lagge
Geraldine Bruski
Mark and Leona Colvin
Dorothy Lagge
Leo and LeEtta
Waldhausen
William Lowe Sr.
Bob and Kitty Havens
Susan Milne
Robert Milne
Wilford and Maxine
Nelson
John Nelson &
Hortensia Chang
Helen Organ
Dr. Patricia Coon &
Robert Organ
Les Parks
Shirley Todd




o

special thanks to our donors. The gifts listed below w
eceived from October 1, 2007 through February 29, 20(

¢

Sadie Perl
Howard and Dona
Ullman
Ing D. Peterson
Emily Roscoe
Howard Porter
Dorothy Porter
Irene Rader
Gay Bolich
Gaile Canfield
Louise Dribnenki
James and Marjorie Eddy
Hal and Laura Haefer
Allan and Barbara
Hopper
David and Kathy Neiman
Arnold and Ruth
Newman
Don and Marilyn Pickett
Ed and Janaire Reed
Rich Richmond
Bob and Glennine
Schoen
Lydia L. Resser
James and Misse Iverson
Dorothy Rice
Dorothy Barnes
Frank W. Richter
Joel and Andrea Long
Lynn Robertson
Laury and Elaine Sealey
Alfred Robinson
Hilma Robinson
Anne Roe
Howard and Dona
Ullman
Virginia Rogers
William Rogers
Lydia Schield
Mary Dick
Roland and Kay Grant
Clara K. Schock
Robert and Jean Elliott
Audrey Thompson
Betty Schoemer
Ellen and Paul Schoemer
Johannah Schoenwald
Donald Schoenwald
Christena Weeks
Ruth Scott
David and Gail Movius
Jim and Phyllis Movius
Vern Selvig
Frankie Selvig
Martin Settle
Don and Loretta
Jorgenson
Ona Delle Smallwood
Linda Berry
Mildred Smith
Myrtie Conway
Vivian Spoonemore
Dennis and Sandy
Anderson
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First Interstate Bank
Emma Stai
Evelyn Leuenberger
Virginia Stone
Randy and Karen Stone
Don Swartz
William Hoagland
William Taylor
Richard Taylor
Mildred Thompson
Deb Canan
Kathryn Vine
Marilyn Vine
Jean Walton
Allen Walton
Ralph Weagel
Dorothy Weagel
Duart Williams
Lloyd Curfman
George and Shirley
DeMars
Jim and Sharon Gelhaus
L.J. and Liv Halvorson
Geraldine Hauck
Lew and Grace Hines
Elaine Kupper
Gary and Sherri Main
Joseph and Doris
Pronovost
Dorothy Schwartz
Fred and Geraldine
Sielbach
Ethel Ward
Kathleen Williams
Harold H. Yetter
Richard and Lois Mc-
Bride
Tom McBride
Dorothy and Ronald
Prindle

Gifts to the Annual Fund
in honor of

Andrew Bergt
Shelly and Kevin
Baumgartner
Helen B. Cranston
Connie Cranston
Rochelle Gainer
Dan and Jeanne Gainer
Hildegard Gappa
Clare Gappa
Christine Koolen
Kent Koolen
William W. Layman
Kathy Grancher
Ruth Love
Cleo and Vincent
Koefelda
Helen McCabe
Paul McCabe

W.L. McComas
Lois McComas
Edna Olsen
Don Olsen
Tim Randak
Wilma Henrickson
Dr. Pam Root
Duane and Lora Schultz
Viola Ruddy
Greg and Kathy Doll
Delphia Sawatzky
Donald Sawatzky
Donald Schoenwald
Clara K. Schock
Cheryl and Jack Shannon
Dora St. John
Bud and Sally St. John

Gifts to Support
Garden Court

in memory of Alice Purcell
Joe and Fran Purcell

Gifts for Rimview Square
Remodel

in memory of Edith
Herbert
Rob Poseley
Christena Weeks

Gifts for Norma’s
Library Fund

in memory of
Norma ]. Peterson
Jayne & Al Winegardner
in memory of
Ann Winegardner
Jayne & Al Winegardner

Gift for the Chapel Court
Art Gallery

Janice Larson

Gifts to the Beauty Shop
Support Fund

Lutheran Church of the
Good Shepherd Women
Birthday Club

Gifts to Chapel Court
Rent Supplement Fund

in memory of Ronald
Conner
Billie Conner
in memory of Geneva
Evans
Gwen Nottingham

Gift to St. John's
Scholarship Fund

in memory of Randi Harte
Vivian Fitch

Gift to the
Auld Scholarship

Lornel and David Baker

Gift to the
Wardell Scholarship

David and Michelle Trost

Gifis to Support the
Cottages

in memory of Martin
Hinnaland
Don and Pam Melchert

Gift for the Nursing
Department

Margaret Schantz

Grant for Purchase of
BladderScan

American Lutheran
Church Mission
Endowment Trust

Gifts for the Bill Lowe

Memorial Piano

in memory of Bill Lowe Sr.
Connie Lowe

Gifts for the
Kathy Lillis Chapel

in memory of Mildred
Knight
Hal and Laura Haefer
in memory of Betty
Thompson
Connie Lowe

Gifts for the Center for

Generations

Ronald and Amy Yates

Gifts to the Employee
Help Fund

in memory of Verna
Fischbach
Margie and Tom Lauwers
Don Nafus

Gifts to the

Helen Jorgenson
Rebabilitation Center

in memory of Dave &
Helen Jorgenson
Don and Loretta Jorgenson

Gifts for The Crossings

CHS
Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church Women
in honor of Delilah Bauer
Jane and Ted Clark
in memory of Joe Cash
Gladys Cantrell
Alena Chestnut
Ralph and Bonnie Doely
Alan Downer
Daniel and Lynette
Downs
Joyce Foreman
Betty and Dick Hardt
Roger and Diana
Haugrud
Leroy and Norma Kappel
Carole Marsh
Howard Nordahl
Ed and Evelyn Popelka

For gardens/grounds at
The Crossings

In memory of Clarence

Sonstegaard

A Haus of Realty

John and Elaine Adams

Delilah Bauer

Howard and Rose Mary
Guenthner

Leo and Jo Ann Jurica

Vincent and Cleo
Koefelda

Chris Kueffler

Patrick Mullaney

Vance Peterson

Lee and Irma Richardson

Irene Stingley

Irvin and Jean
Weathermon

Jor Richardson Cottage
Garden

Wal-Mart Foundation

Jor The Crossings

Activities

Wal-Mart Foundation
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pecial thanks to our donors. The gifts listed below we

received from October 1, 2007 through February 29, 200

o

Gifts to the
Little White Church

Atonement Lutheran
Church

Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans

Sylvia and David Gollick

in memory of Ruth
Broadhead

Lionell and Beverly Grass

Gift to Start St. John’s
Campus Music Program

Tom Passe

Gift to the Norman &
Mary Lou Sulenes
Endowment for
Alzheimer’s

Tom Passe

Gifts to St. John’s Living
Endowment Fund

Sandra and Kurt Alme

Rocky and Marilyn Brown

Holly Brown

Dr. Wayne and Clare
Hansen

Stan Hill

Kevin and Kelly
McGovern

Miscellaneous

In Kind Gifts

Judy Agan

George Ahlquist

Don and Joyce Amos
Douglas Anderson

Traci Benner

Vince Caton

Sharon Christensen

CMG Construction
David and Arlie Drill
Joseph Eiker

Bridget Gauthier

Sylvia and David Gollick
Geraldine Hauck

Alice Hemphill

Vincent and Cleo Koefelda
Larry and Nancy Lorfing
Laurence and Ruth Martin
Linda McNabb

Robert and Berta Morrison
Merenna Morrow

David and Gail Movius
Jamie Newsome

Rich Pierce

Bruce Posey

Lee and Irma Richardson

Alice and Robert
Richardson

Cheryl and Jack Shannon

Dorothy Sonstegaard

Dean and Kathy Stevenson

Daniel Williams

Gary Yost

Gifts of Flowers

Frances Bornhoft
James Casselman
Chuck Jackson
Elmer Kobold
Dave Ness

Inkind Gifts for
Mission Ridge

Jon and Margaret
Anderson

Evelyn Blair

Ginger Marchello

Fred Miller

Kevin and Roni Sider

Gift for The Vista
Sing-a-Longs

in memory of Louis Hall
Lois E. Thomas

Maission T
R N isTa
GIFTS TO MISSION
RIDGE /THE VISTA

Gifts to the
Wellness Center

Dr. Paul and Jean Crellin
Kenneth Hollar
Emily Roscoe
In honor of Donald Utter
Libby Markus
In memory of Andrew
Bolenske
Dr. Marian Kjera
In memory of Vera
LuVerne Conover
Dr. Marian Kjera
In memory of Geneva
Evans
Dr. Marian Kjera
In memory of Alfred M.
Fulton
Dr. Marian Kjera
In memory of Deane
Jensen
Dr. Marian Kjera
In memory of Ing D.
Peterson
Dr. Marian Kjera
Ann Messmer
In memory of Betty
Thompson
Dr. Marian Kjera

For alter candles in the
Bert Lillis Chapel at
Mission Ridge

Dr. Paul and Jean Crellin
Loyce McGlone
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GIFTS FOR LUTHERAN
SOCIAL SERVICES OF
MONTANA (FROM 1/1/08)

American Lutheran
Church Women of
Chinook

American Lutheran
Church Women of the
ELCA of Winifred

Betty Arlint

Bethel Lutheran Church of
Gereat Falls

Dennis Bergo

Christ Lutheran Church of
Whitefish

Christ the King Lutheran
Church of Bozeman

Glenyce Chinn

Sandy Cummings

Faith Lutheran Church of
Hamilton

Faith Lutheran Church of
Plains

First English Lutheran
Church of Billings

Irene Gerner

Gladys Hansen

LeRoy and Judith
Hofferber

Sally Hillstrom

Wayne and Linda Hoedt

Immanuel Men’s
Fellowship of Westby

Gudrun Kampen

King of Glory Lutheran
Church of Billings

Connie Lowe

LCMS Montana District

Lutheran Church of
Sunburst

Lutheran Church of the
Good Shepherd Women
of Billings

Derwood Mercer

Edward Madler

Garfield Munson

George and Dora Morse

Henry Morgan & Mary
Waggoner

Medicine Lake Church
‘Women

Roger and Mary Lou
Megerth

Our Redeemers Lutheran
WELCA of Helena

Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church of Great Falls

Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church of Laurel

Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church of Thompson
Falls

Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church WELCA of
Chester

Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church WELCA of
Laurel

Alice Pierson

Donna Polanchek

John and Jean Peterson

Region 1 ELCA Montana
Synod

Leslie Smith

Marcille Sohlberg

St. John Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Women of Great Falls

St. John’s Lutheran Church
of Helena

St. John’s LWML of Libby

St. Paul Lutheran Church
Mission Endowment
Fund of Missoula

St. Paul Lutheran Church
of Fairfield

Trinity Lutheran Church
LWML of Superior

Ann Wiersum

Evelyn Wanke

Zion Lutheran WELCA of
Glendive

In honor of Joel Bjorge

Marie Hofman

In memory of Pam

Boettcher
Emma Kulbeck

In memory of Norman

Carlson
Gertude Molmen

In memory of Esther

Hogwood
Cheri Lea Schmidt

In memory of Kristi
Moydell
Faye Wyum
In honor of Colin O’Leary
Beatrice Rizza
In honor of Luke O’Leary
Beatrice Rizza
In honor of David and
Deb Peters
Tom and Patricia
Peterman
In memory of Miriam
Quanbeck
Elmer Quanbeck
In memory of Betty
Roush
David and Deborah
Peters
Cheri Lea Schmidt
In memory of Janet
Schwengel
Loris Tangvik
In honor of Klairah
Snideman
Larry and Arlene
Heimbuch
In honor of Annika Strand
James and Jean Smith
In memory of Stanley
Trollope
Donald Idso

Gifts for Birthparent

Counseling

Mrs. Byron Berg
Patricia Little
Bonnie Marney
Jens Nielsen
Darrel Olson
Karl Overlie
Shirley Smith
In memory of Peder
Waldum
Grace Waldum

Gifts for Adoption

Services

Linda Eaton

in honor of Christian
Menge’s 9th birthday

Darrell and Loretta Menge

Gifts for LSS Family
Room Furniture at The
Lillis Center

American Lutheran
Church of Lavina

Dr. Lucinda Husby

David & Deborah Peters

Kenneth Sanvik
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Save the Date!
St. John’s Vacation Bible School

More than 200 of God’s children graced the campus
at St. John’s during the 2007 Vacation Bible School.
They enjoyed making new i
friends, singing new songs,
and learning about Jesus.

st. john's SulMmer
Concert Series

Mark Your Calendars for
the 2008 Season!

he 11th season of the St. John’s Summer Con-

cert Series will kick-off in just a few short

months. Mark your calendars and plan on enjoying

some great music, quality family time, and the warm

Montana summer on the town square at St. John’s
for six consecutive Thursdays beginning July 3.

VBS returns to the campus in
June 9-12, 2008, and it is sure
to be a great week. Registra- :
tion will begin in early May, so keep your eye out for reg-
istration forms. They will be available at St. John’s, Center
for Generations, area ELCA churches, and on our website,
www.sjlm.org.

July 3 Rob Quist and Jack Gladstone
July 10 Shuffle Bums \
July 17 Darden Smith _gxee .
July 24 Windy Creek Band

July 31 Midlife Chryslers Please Consider St. John’s...
August 7 Mighty Lester (Magic City Blues)

Volunteers are always needed to make this the very best
experience for all the kids. If you would like to volunteer,

call St. John’s at 655-5615.

...when drafting your will (or living trust). This document
indicates your intentions, then provides the power to

B D & accomplish them. St. John’s Lutheran Ministries depends
- i greatly on outright gifts and unconditional bequests so that it
* I can faithfully serve all people, without regard to their financial

/ » !

status and their ability to pay. Below is wording you can use
to favor St. John’s Lutheran Ministries in your will:

tiicars  Oops...our apologies. High Tech Construc- I give, devise and bequeath to St. John’s Foundation, Inc.,
tion has been a long-time sponsor of the St. a qualified 501(c)3 not-for-profit corporation organized

TECH John’s Summer Concert Series. In the last is- under Montana law and maintaining its headquarters in
consteucnion: sue of Rimrock Echoes, they were inadvertently Billings, Montana, $__ (or ___ % of the rest,
left off our list when thanking sponsors. We apologize remainder, and.residue of my estate, both real and personal,
for this embarrasing omission and thank High Tech for and whereve.r §1tu?ted) for the general support of St. John’s

their years of supporting music in our community! \ Lutheran Ministries. )
T H N ' S Non-profit
¢ organization
US Postage
LUTHERAN MINISTRIES PAID

2429 Mission Way Billings, MT 59102 Permit No. 333

(406) 655-5600  Fax: (406) 655-5656

www.sjlm.org



